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The art glass skylight featured above is located in the dome of the current Harris Cqunty
Courthouse which was originally built in 1910, underwent major renovation, and was $ffi-
cially complete in 2011. This skylight was designed to complement the architectural sjruc-
ture of the building, and the original design for the skylight was never located.




A Note from the Judges

Thank you for accepting your appointment as Guardian. Please take the time to familiarize yourself with
this handbook, which serves to outline your duties and responsibilities. The Texas Probate Code allows for
the appointment of a Guardian of the Person, Guardian of the Estate, or Guardian of both the Person and the
Estate. A Guardian should understand that their actions on behalf of the Ward are governed by Texas law
and overseen by the probate court. As a Guardian, you have a fiduciary duty to act on behalf of and in the
best interests of the Ward in all decisions relating to the Ward. As a result, Texas law requires that guardians
obtain legal representation to help facilitate and guide them through this ongoing process.

Judge Loyd Wright The purpose of this handbook is to serve as a reference guide, highlighting specific issues and requirements
Probate Court No. 1 necessary to be effective in the role of guardian. We hope this information enhances your ability to serve in
this capacity in a thoughtful and competent manner. Should you have additional questions or concerns, your
attorney and our staff are available to provide assistance.

Protecting and preserving what we cherish...

Historical photographs featuring Harris County courthouses have been included in this handbook to empha-
size our theme of #Aprotecting and preserving what
tion listing facts, background information, and points of interest obtained through Joel Draut, the photo ar-
chivist for the Julia Ideson Library. In addition, the recent photography of the renovated courthouse was
obtained through Anthony Butts, a local photographer and graphic artist. We would like to express our
Judge Mike Wood gratitude to Joel Draut, and Anthony Butts for their help in procuring these photographs.

Probate Court No. 2

Only four of the five courthouses presented in this handbook are pictured due to controversy regarding the
appearance of the first courthouse. All of the courthouses mentioned resided on a block of land known as
fifcourthouse square, o0 |l ocated in downtown Houston o
of land was donated by two brothers, Augustus and John Allen, who were real estate promoters from New
York. The deed memorializing the donation states that should anything other than a courthouse be erected

on the property, the title to the land would then revert back to Allen family heirs. The brothers determined

the area surrounding Buffalo Bayou could be an ideal location to establish a settlement and purchased 6,642
acres on the southern bank of the bayou.

The first of five courthouses to grace this donated plot took the form of-atomp log structure built in

1838. The building was enlarged in 1841, eventually deteriorated, and was sold at auction in 1844. The
second courthouse, completed in 1851, consisted of @twy brick building with four centrally located

entrances on each side and a cupola. This courthouse lasted only nine years due to its limited space. New
accommodations became necessary, and plans for a third courthouse were undertaken. Construction of Har-
ris Countyds third courthouse was complete in 186
mencement of the Civil War. During the war, the story Greek Revival building was used as a hospital,

artillery storage facility, and a cartridge factory, all of which were located on separate floors.

Judge Rory Olsen
Probate Court No. 3

A fourth courthouse was necessary by 1883 due to rapid deterioration of the antebellum courthouse, which
was demolished in 1869. The fourth courthouse was astouy Victorian Gothic style building, also de-
molished due to deterioration and replaced with a fifth courthouse built in 1910. The 1910 courthouse,
which stands today, was built in a Classical Revival Style using indigenous materials. The historical authen-
ticity and integrity of the building were compr omi
courthouse has recently been renovated to its original splendor and is now home to our Appellate Courts.

The renovation of the fifth courthouse inspires us to reflect upon the history of Harris County and take pride
Judge Christine Buttsin that history, thereby reinforcing the theme of the Guardianship Handbpakecting and preserving

Probate Court No. 4 What we cherish.




